THE COMMON ENEMY

"That's right/' said his fellow. " They
started this afternoon/'
" I can beat that/* said I} and showed them
the bill for the food we had had at The Broken
Egg. This was dated and bore the name of
the house.
In silence the paper was passed from hand
to hand.
" So you see/' said I. " I shouldn't report
to Gpeg. I mean, he's let you down once/1
A sound like a snarl of approval came from
the uniformed police, but trouble looked out
of the two detectives' eyes.
" It is done, sir," said the sergeant. " He
must have learned that you were taken almost
as soon as we."
" Where is he ? "
"At the seat of the Baron Sabre, who is
away just now, whose cousin he is/'
* Baron Sabre/ His was the spreading estate
upon which we had lost our bearings four days
before. If die was not at Vigil, the Countess....
I wrenched my thoughts away and fingered
my chin.
" Grieg's appointment is very recent. To
whom would you have answered a fortnight
ago?"
"To the Chief of Police, sir. But this is
a special job."
" I can well believe that," said I. " Never
mind. The point is this. I've shown yon
that Grieg is a blackguard and------"
"You have that, my lord," mouthed the